@TURE DESIGN,

GENERAL RULES,

OF THE

United Societies,

I N

London, Briffol, King s-wood,
dnd Newcaflle upon Tyne.

‘ NEWCASTLE UPONTYNE, )
Printed by Jou~x Gooping, onthe Sides . >
{ Price One Penny ]
h S e
B

’,MDCCXLI_II-, L



OF THE
UNITED SOCIETIE®S.

ey N the latter Eind of the

i v N4 Year 1739, cight or ten
Perfons came to mc 1n
London, who appeared to
be deeply convinced of Sin, and cay-
neftly groaning for Redemption. They
defired (as d'd two cr three move the
next Day) that I would ipend fome
Time with them in Prayer, and adavie
them how to flee from the Wrath to
come; which they faw cuntinually
hanging over their Heads “lhat we
might have more Time jor this great
Work, 1 appointed a Day when they
might all come togcther, which from
thenceforward they did cvery Week,
namely on T harfday, in the Evenme,
To thefe, and as many morc as defired’
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to join with them, (for their Number
increafed daily) I gave thofe Advices
from Time to Time which I judged
moft necdtul for them; and we always
concluded our Meeting with Prayer
fuited to their {feveral Neceflities.

2. This was the Rifc of the U N 1-
TED SocieTy, firlt at Londen, and
then in other Places. Such a So-
cicty is noother than < g Company of
Ader having the Form, and {eeking
the Power of Godlinefs, united 111 order
9 pray togeiber, to veceive tbe Word of
Exbovtation, and to watch over one
enotber in Love, that they may belp
each other to work out thetr Salvation.”

3. That it may the more eafily be
difcein’d, whether they are indeed
working out their own Salvation, each
Society is divided into {maller Compa-
nies, called Clafles, according to their
refpective Places of abode. There are
about twelve Perfons in every Clafs;
onc of whom is fiiled 7 be Leader. 1t
is his Bulinefs

I. To fee each Perfon in his Clafs,
once a Week at the leaft ; in order

To receive what they are willing to

 give, taward the Relict of the Poor;

To
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T'o enquire how their Souls profper ?

To advife, reprove, comfort or ex-
hort, as QOccafion may require.

II. To meet the Minifter and the
Stewards of the Society once a Week ;
i order

Lo pay in to the Stewards.what they
have receiv’d of their {everal Clafies 1n
the Week prececeding;

To fhew their Account of what cach
Perfon has contributed ; And

T'o inform the Mml"’c ~of any that
arc {ick, or of any that walk dilorderly,
and will not be reproved.

4. There is one only Condition pre-
vioufly required, in thofc who defire
Admiflion into thefe Socicties, @ LDefiie
10 flee from the FFrath to coine, to be (o=
ved from their Stns: But, wherever
this is really fix’d inthe Soul, it will be
thewn by its Fruits. It is thereforc
expeted of all who continue therein,
that they {hould continue to evidence
their Defire of Salvation,

Fzrft, By doing no Harm, by avoid-
ing HEvil 1n every kind; cipecially,
that which is moft generally practifed.
‘Such is
The taking the Name of Gop in vain;

A 3 The
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The profaning the Day of the Lord,
elthu by doing ordinary Work therc-

1, or by buymg or felling:

Drunkenneﬁ Buying or [elling Spi-
ritioxs Lignors or diinking them (un-
lIefs in Cales of extreme Neceflity:)

Fighting, Quarrelling, Brawling ;
Goiny to Law, Returning Evil for Evil,
oY qulmg ior Railing: The wulng
snany Ifords in buying or felling,.

The buying or felling wuncaflom’d
G oods :

‘The giving or taking Things on Ufnry :

Uric Z)m zmble o) w._.,p*'"aﬁtéz&/e Convc,

Tation .

Domg to others as we would not
tiwecy thould do unto us:

Doing what we know is not for the
Glory of God: As

The gutting oen of Gold or cofily Ap=
Pr??’&z
" The taking fuch Diverfions as can-
_not be ufed in the Name of the Lord
Jefus:

'The Singing thofe Songs, or reading
thofe Bwés which do,not tend to the
Knowledge or Love of Gobp:

Sof f‘nefé and needlefs Selt indulgence:

Lajlll‘:" up Treafures upon Earth.
5. It
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5. It is expelted of all who conti-
nue in thefe Societies, that they fhould
continue to evidence their Defire of
Salvation,

Secondly, B¥ domg Good, by being
iIn every kind, merciful afrer their
Power; as they have Opportunity,
doing Good of every poilible fort, and
as far as is poflible, to all Men:

To their Bodies, of the Ability
which Gop giveth, by giving Food
to the Hungry, by cleoathing the Na-
ked, by vifiting or helping them that
are Sick, or in Prifon:

To their Souls, by infiruting, re-
proving ox exhorting all we have any
intercourte with : Trampling under
Foot that Eanthufaftick Do&rine of
Devils, that “ we are not to do Good,
unlefs ¢ir Heart be free to 7t.”

by doing Good efpecially to them
that are of the Houfhold of Faith, or
groaning {o to be: Employing them
preferably to others, buying one: of
another, helping each other in Bufi-
nefs; and that fo much the more, be-
cauie the World will love its own, and
them only.

By
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By all poflible Difgence and Friu-
gality, that the Gofpel be not blamed :

By running with Patience the Racc
that is fct before them denyrng themr-
felves, and taking up their Grofs daily ;
fubmitting to bear the Reproach of
Chrift, to be as the Filth and Off-
fcourmg of the World ; and looking
that Men thould fay all manner of Lwvii
of them fallely, for their Lord's [ake:

6. It is expetted of all who defire
to contlnue in thefe Socicties, that
they fhould continue to cvidcnce their
Defire of Salvation,

Thirdly, By attending upon all the
Ordinances of Gop: Such are

The publick Worfhip of Gopj

The Miniftry of the Word, cithes
tead or expounded

The Supper of the L oR p;

Private Prayer;

Searching the Scriptures; and

Fafting, or Abftinence.

7. Thefe are the General Rules of
eur Societies; all which we are taught
of God to obierve, even in his written
Word, the only Rule, and the fufflici-
ent Rule both of our Faith and Prac-
tice: And all thefe we know his Spirit

wrrtes.
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writes on every truly awaken’d Heart.
1f there be any among us who obferve
them not, who habitually break any
one of them, let it be made known
unto him who watches over that Soul,
as one that muft give Account. I will
admonifh him of the Error of his Ways:
I will bear with him for a Seafon. But
1t then he repent not, he hath no more
Place among us. We have deliver'd
our own douls.

Joun WESLE Y

) . ;f-l"

Feb. 23. 17412-3.

ak



o
i.l‘!.'

« |

h* #1’.+

- —e g -
b | 1 o ""J B r,. .
»

( 1 )
A Praver forthofe who are conviyced of Sii.
1. O Moft compafiionate High Prieft,
Full of all Grace we know thou are,

Faith puts 1ts Hand upon thy Breaft,
And feels beneath thy panting Heart.

2. Thy panting Heart for Sinners bleeds s
'T'hy Mercies and Compaflfions move ;
Thy groaning Spirit interceeds,
And yearn the Bowels of thy Love.
3. Hear then the Pleading Spirit’s Prayer,
(The Spirit’s Will to thee is known)
For all who now thy Sufferings fhare,
And fall for full Redemprion groan.

4. Poor tempted Souls, with Tempefls tofs’'d,

And Strangers to a Moment’s Peace ;
Difconfolate, afHilted, loft,

Loft in a howling Wildernefs,

5. Torn with an endlefs War within,
Vex’d with the Flefh and Spirit’s Strife,

?And ftruggling 1n the Toils of Sin,

= And agonizing into Life.
&. O let the Pris’ners mournful Cries,

a

L

)
-

.

-
[

4

T heir humble Wailings pierce the Skies,
If hap'ly they may feel thee near!

4. The Captive Exiles make their Moans,
From Sin impatient to be free;

F R % As Incenfe 1n thy Sight appear ;

Call home, call home thy banifh’d ones!

P Lead Captive their Captivity !

$.Shew them the Blood that bought their Peace,
The Anchor of their ftedfaft Hope;

And bid their guilty Terrors ceafe,
And bring the ranfom’d Pris’ners up.

g. Out of the Deep regard their Cries,
The Fallen raife, the Mourners chear ;
O Sun of Righteoufnefs ariie,

And {catter all their Doubt and Fear!
. 1o. Pity

oo e
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 {o} Pity! the Day of feeble Things;

O gather ev’ry halting Soul, "‘/‘i_

And drop Salvation from thy Wings, /

Anrd make the contrite Sinner whole.

11. Stand by them 1in the fiery Hour, _£%®~—
Their Feeblenefs of Mind defend ;

And in their Weaknefs {hew thy Power,
And make them patient to the End.
12. O fatisfy their Soul in Drought; -

. Give them thy {aving Health to {ee,
And let thy Mercy find them out;
And let thy Mercy reach to me.

1 3. Haft thou the Work of Grace begun,
And brought them to the Birth in vain?
O let thy Children fee the Sun'!

Iet all their Souls be born again. {

14. Relieve the Souls whoie Crofs we bear, / k

For whom thy {uff 'ring Members mourn

Aniwer our Faith’s effetual Prayer: :
Bid ev'ry ftruggling Child be born. ‘ﬁ\ :
1 5. Hark how thy Turtle Dove complains,
And {ee us weep for Sion’s Woe!
Pity thy fuff’ring People’s Pairs ;
Avenge us of our mbred Foe.
16. Whom thou has bound, O Lord, expell,
And take his Armour all away;
‘The Man of Sin, the Child of Hell,
The Devil in our Nature {lay.

1v. Him and his Works at once deftroy, -
The Being of all Sin erafe,
And turn our Mourning into Joy,

And cloath us with the Robes of Praife.

8. Then, when our Suff’rings all are paft,
O let us pure and perfect be,
And gain our Calling’s Prize at laft,
. For ever {anétiked 1n thee.
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